COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

1401 EAST BROAD STREET
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 23219-2000

Stephen C. Brich, P.E.
COMMISSIONER

February 21, 2019

The Honorable Ralph S. Northam
Members of the General Assembly

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen:

Chapter 505 (HB 901) of the 2018 Acts of Assembly directed the Virginia Department of
Transportation (VDOT) to develop and submit for approval to the Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA) an expedited land use permit process for use by utility companies that offer high speed
internet services. The legislation required VDOT to submit to the Governor and the General
Assembly an executive summary and a report on the expedited land use permit process and, if
possible, the response from the Federal Highway Administration for publication as a House or
Senate document.

The attached report describes the expedited land use permit process developed by VDOT in response
to Chapter 505 and how that process was developed. A copy of the permit and the expedited process
have been sent to FHWA for review. As of the date of this report, no response has been received
from FHWA. In the meantime, VDOT is examining whether Land Use Permit Regulations (24 VAC
30-151) will need to be amended in order to implement the new expedited process and permit.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

e T
Stephen C. Brich, P.E.
Commissioner of Highways

Attachment

VirginiaDOT.org
WE KEEP VIRGINIA MOVING



Chapter 505 Report

Virginia Department of Transportation Report on
Development of an Expedited Land Use Permit Process for Broadhand Installation

Executive Summary

Chapter 505 of the 2018 Acts of Assembly directed the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) to
develop and submit for approval to the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) an expedited land use
permit process for use by utility companies that offer high speed internet services.

To accomplish this task, VDOT conducted a survey of field staff involved in permit issuance and a survey
of industry, reviewed fiber-related permits issued in calendar year 2017, and, working closely with
stakeholders, developed a pilot countywide permit and related process, based upon the districtwide
permit approach, for co-location of fiber on existing utility poles. This approach can be expected to save
broadband utilities over three weeks in permit review and processing time out of the average 30 days
such permits take currently.

This pilot permit has been offered to two electric co-operatives that install fiber to test the process and
ensure it accomplishes the desired goal of expediting broadband provision to underserved areas while
preserving the safety of the traveling public. A third electric co-operative has requested to participate in
this pilot as well and is expected to submit a permit application soon. A copy of the permit and process
has been sent to FHWA for review. As of the date of this report, no response has been received from
FHWA. Should FHWA approve the process, VDOT will examine whether Land Use Permit Regulations (24
VAC 30-151) will need to be amended in order to implement the new expedited process and permit.
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Virginia Department of Transportation Report on
Development of an Expedited Land Use Permit Process for Broadband Installation
November 2018

Introduction

Chapter 505 of the 2018 Acts of Assembly directed the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) to
develop and submit for approval to the Federal Highway Administration {FHWA) an expedited land use
permit process for use by utility companies that offer high speed internet services. The complete text of
the Chapter is shown below.

CHAPTER 505
An Act to direct the Department of Transportation to develop and submit for approval an expedited land use permit
process; rights-of-way.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:

1. § 1. That the Departrment of Transportation (Depariment) shall develop and submit for approval to the Federal
Highway Administration an expedited land use permil process by which public or private utility companies that offer
high-speed Internet services may apply (o use any right-of-way maintained by the Department. Such process shall be
designed to apply only when the proposed use of the right-of-way does not make substantial changes to such right-
of-way and does not interfere with the safety or ongoing maintenance of the right-of-way for transportation purposes.

2. That the Department of Transportation shall complete the requirements of the first enactment of this act by
November 30, 2018, and shall submit to the Governor and the General Assembly an executive summary and a report
on the expedited land use permit process and, if possible, the response from the Federal Highway Administration for
publication as a House or Senate document. The executive summary and report shall be submitted as provided in the
procedures of the Division of Legislative Automated Systems for the processing of legislative documents and reports
no later than the first day of the 2019 Regular Session of the General Assembly and shall be posted on the General
Assembly's website.

The installation of any utility within VDOT right of way is accomplished under a land use permit, issued
in accordance with the Rules and Regulations of the Commonweaith Transportation Board (24VAC30-
21} and the Land Use Permit Regulations (24VAC30-151). There are two broad categories of land use
permits: districtwide permits (only available for a small subset of uses) and single-use permits.

Districtwide permits, valid for two years, allow work over broad areas, but are limited to utility service
connections, surveying, and temporary logging entrances, and then only if such work is not on a limited
access highway, does not involve cutting pavement or shoulder, does not involve the cutting of
vegetation, and is not expected to stop traffic for more than 15 minutes at each work site. Applications
for districtwide land use permits are made to the VDOT Central Office in Richmond, but the permittee
must notify the local residency where the work will be accomplished prior to beginning work at any
specific site.
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Single-use permits are for any other work, including service connections where traffic may be stopped
for more than 15 minutes. Single-use permits are capable of applying to more than one location, but in
most cases their locations must be specified upon application for the permit. Single-use permits also
tend to have shorter time spans, limited to the amount of time required to install the requested facility
at the specified site.

Single-use permit requests are generally submitted to the residency office which covers the locality in
which the installation is desired. There, the application is reviewed to ensure public safety and the
ability of VDOT to maintain the right of way. Such review includes items such as the specific location of
the requested installation, the method of installation, the traffic control expected to be utilized during
construction, the expected hours and length of construction, traffic on impacted roadways, and if there
are any conflicts with local highway construction projects.

VDOT annually issues over 10,000 land use permits of all types. Of these, approximately half are usually
related to utility work. According to the web-based Land Use Permit System (webLUPS), in calendar
year 2017, VDOT issued over 1700 fiber or broadband installation or maintenance permits.

Permits for Fiber Optic/Broadband Installations {Calendar Year 2017)
(Report from webLUPS, June 13, 2018)

District Non-Limited Access Limited Access
Bristol 24 2
Salem 75 16
Lynchburg 75 4
Richmond 143 9
Hampton Roads 44 4
Fredericksburg 151 5
Culpeper 91 3
Staunton 149 12
Northern Virginia 916 17

To comply with Chapter 505, VDOT's approach was to determine the scale of the problem being
addressed, solicit input by industry on possible issues, and, within the constraints allowed by law,
develop an appropriate permit, allow a pilot application of the permit to ensure it can be implemented
without compromising the safety of highways or VDOT’s ability to maintain them, submit a request to
FHWA for review of this process, and make changes based upon the pilot applications and any FHWA
feedback before finalizing the process.
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Surveys

VDOT conducted two surveys. The first was a survey of VDOT district land use staff to determine the
average time needed to issue land use permits and, in addition, whether innovative installation requests
had been received and, if so, what resulted from such requests. The results of the survey are
summarized below.

Broadband Installation
Survey of VDOT Offices (June 2018)

Average Length of Permit Review Innovative Installation Requests
Organization Non-Limited Access Limited Access Method Result

Lexington Residency 1-4 days several weeks  |Micro-trench |Rejected (shoulder available)
Harrisonburg Residency 2weeks - 1 month |10-30 days + 2 weeks|None None

Edinburg Residency 2 weeks none Micro-trench |Rejected (interfered with underdrains)
Lynchburg District 2-14 days 14-30 days None None

Wise Residency 1-2 weeks none None None

Frederickshurg Residency 7-10 days 10-21 days FO tape Offered to do test case--not heard back
Loudoun Residency 2-3 weeks 3-4weeks None None

Fairfax Residency 3weeks 3-S5 weeks None None

Prince William Residency 2-3 weeks 3-4 weeks None None

Ta check the self-reported times submitted by the districts, a review of the approval times for fiber
installation applications made via VDOT’s on-line permit system was conducted. This review was limited
to on-line applications because such applications are tracked consistently through webLUPS and are not
dependent upon different permit entry practices that may be used in different districts and residencies.
Six hundred and forty eight {(648) on-line permit applications were submitted in calendar year 2017 and
approved; the average time to issue a permit for fiber installation was 30 days, with the longest being
293 days (1 such permit) and the shortest being issued on the same day (87 of such permits). A
spreadsheet showing these permits and the number of days for issuance is attached as Appendix A. The
times shown are the total times from initial request to permit issuance and include the amount of time
spent by an applicant for revision, if an application was returned for additional information or for
corrections.

The second survey was issued to the communications and cable industry, sent out via email on July 24,
2018, seeking information on situations where the industry has had problems obtaining fiber installation
permits and any ideas regarding an expedited permitting process.

The organizations contacted as part of the industry survey were the Virginia Maryland Delaware
Association of Electric Cooperatives (VMDAEC), Virginia Cable and Telecommunications Association
(VCTA), Virginia Telecommunications Industry Association (VTIA), Comcast, Cox, CenturyLink, and
Verizon.

VDOT also held a meeting with VMDAEC, which included representatives of BARC Electric Cooperative
and Prince George Electric Cooperative.
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As shown on the table below, which summarizes the responses, the organizations surveyed had some
specific issues in a single district, but with respect to expedited processes, only one recommendation
was made: a regional multi-site permit similar to VDOT’s current districtwide utility service connection
permit.
Industry Survey Responses
(July 24, 2018 Survey)

Organization Response Summary

VTIA Overall positive response on service, but having some issues with
response times and allowable hours of work in NoVA District
Some issues with surety, desire a regional multi-site permit

VMDAEC approach, time for approval of sites involving limited access can be
challenging
Permit application process is a challenge, especially in NoVA District.

AT Limited access roadways (especially identifying them) are an issue
that slows deployment. Changes in clearance standards can be an
issue as well.

VCTA No comments received.

Comcast No comments received.

Cox No comments received.

CenturyLink No comments received.

Pilot Permit Development

Chapter 505 directed VDOT to develop an expedited process that is applicable only to uses that do not
“make substantial changes to such right-of-way” and “does not interfere with safety or ongoing
maintenance” of the highway. The fiber installations that make the least changes to right-of-way and
interfere least with safety or maintenance are those that are on or in existing infrastructure (poles and
conduits).

A multi-site or countywide permit approach for low risk and low impact installations could provide a
solution to reduce the time that would otherwise be required for site-specific approvals and surety.
Such an approach could preserve safety and VDOT's ability to maintain the highway system while
expediting installations, as permits for individual locations would not need to be submitted and VDOT’s
function with respect to review prior to work on each site would be limited to determining if the site
and the work proposed met permit conditions.

The current districtwide utility service connection permit allows a utility, in accordance with 24VAC30-
151-30(C}, to conduct work that has very limited or no impact to the highway right-of-way and to traffic
on the highway. Unfortunately, this permit (pursuant to regulation) only allows making service
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connections and maintaining existing infrastructure; the installation of new broadband lines parallel to
or across roadways, unless they were for individual service connections, do not qualify for this type of
permit.

Overlashing is the process of physically tying additional cables to existing cables that are already
attached to a utility pole. The existing Land Use Permit Regulations allow overlashing of existing wires
under districtwide utility service connection permits. Extending this multi-site approach in the form of
county-wide permits to allow other attachment methods on the same poles and for more than service
connections seems to offer a low-risk solution that speeds the process of approving fiber placement in
the highway right-of-way.

As several electric cooperatives were having issues and had experience with both electric service and
fiber installation, VDOT worked to prepare a countywide permit allowing the co-location or attachment
for fiber cables on existing poles in and crossing highway right-of-way. Such permits, similar to
districtwide permits, generally take less than a week to approve. The standard districtwide limitations
to protect public safety, the operation of the highway system, and highway maintenance, apply, so such
a permit is not valid for limited access highways, installations that cut pavement or shoulder,
installations requiring the cutting of vegetation, and installations that require stopping traffic for more
than 15 minutes at a site. In order to ensure compliance and allow VDOT the opportunity to inspect
waork areas, the permittee must notify the residency of the expected work at a location at least 1 week
before beginning construction. The residency staff will check to make sure that the required work can
be accomplished in accordance with the permit conditions and may, during the work, make spot checks
on the work sites to ensure permit conditions are being met and that highway safety is preserved.

As noted above, the average review time for a fiber-related permit is 30 days. Regional permits {such as
districtwide permits and countywide permits) are generally processed in less than a week; therefore,
this pilot permit and related process can be expected to save broadband companies using the co-
location approach more than 3 weeks in review time.

VDOT has initiated a pilot countywide fiber co-location permit process with BARC and Prince George
Electric Cooperatives to determine if this process actually speeds fiber installation while preserving the
safety of state highways. Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative has also expressed interest in the pilot and
is expected to submit a permit application in the near future.

The pilot countywide fiber co-location permit processes (one for obtaining the permit, the other for
notifications related to each specific site) are shown in the following figure.
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Once the pilot permits have been in place for approximately 6 months, an evaluation will be made of the
process with the utilities and, if deemed successful, the process will be made available statewide. If not
successful, VDOT will make the necessary changes to address the deficiencies noted.

Conclusion

Chapter 505 directed VDOT to develop an expedited land use process for broadband providers when the
proposed use of the right-of-way does not make substantial changes to such right-of-way and does not
interfere with the safety or ongoing maintenance. The pilot countywide fiber co-location permit
process, if approved by FHWA, would allow the placement of fiber cables on existing poles, which is a
methodology that provides minimal impact to right-of-way and minimizes potential for interfering with
safety and maintenance. VDOT has submitted an outline of this permit process to the FHWA for review;
as of the date of this report, no response has been received. Meantime, VDOT is examining whether,
should FHWA approve the new process and permit, the Land Use Permit Regulations set forth in 24 VAC
30, Chapter 151, will need to be amended in order to fully implement said process and permit.

Attached, as Appendix B, is the latest version of the permit application for the pilot countywide fiber co-

location permit.
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Chapter 505 Report {2018)
Appendix B

vDOT

Land Use Permit
LUP-CWOFC
Countywide Permit - Overhead Fiber Co-Location

The installation of overhead utilities along and across state maintained highway right-of-way is authorized by
Sections 24VAC30-151-300 through 24VAC30-151-410 of the Commonwealth Transportation Board’s Land Use
Permit Regulations.

Permittee Agreement for Land Use Permit Issuance

i the undersigned hereby acknowledge that | am fully cognizant of all of the following requirements associated
with the issuance of a Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) Countywide Overhead Fiber Co-Location
Permit authorizing the installation and maintenance of fiber optic lines on existing poles, within state
maintained right-of-way:

Type or Print Clearly
Name of Applicant:
Applicant’s Tax D No. / Driver’s License No.;
Applicant’s Address:
City: State: Zip Code;
Business Telephane No.: { ) - 24-Hour Telephone No.: ( ) -
Fax No.: { ) - E-mail Address:

Location(s):

Name of Applicant’s Duly Authorized Representative:

Representative’s Title:

Representative’s Signature:

Name of Agent:

Agent’'s Tax ID No.:

Agent’s Maliling Address:

City: State: Zip Code:

Primary Telephone No.: { ) - 24-Hour Telephone No.: { ) -

Fax No.: { ) - E-mail Address:




Name of Agent’s Duly Authorized Representative:

Representative’s Title:

Representative's Signature:

VDOT Land Use Permit Required by Law

The General Rules and Regulations of the Commonwealth Transportation Board provide that no work of any
nature shall be performed on any real property under the ownership, control, or jurisdiction of VDOT until written
permission has been obtained from VDOT. Written permission is granted for the above-referenced activity
through the issuance of a land use permit.

By issuing a permit, VDOT is giving permission only for whatever rights it has in the right-of-way; the permittee is
responsible for obtaining permission from cthers who may also have an interest in the property.

The permittee will be civilly liable to the Commonwealth for expenses and damages incurred by VDOT as a result of
violation of any of the rules and regulations of this chapter. Violators shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon
conviction, shall be punished as provided for in §33.2-210 of the Code of Virginia.

Application Requirements

Application shall be made for a countywide permit for the installation and maintenance of fiber optic lines on
existing poles (overhead fiber co-location) through the land use section of the local residency office.

Application forms and general information regarding VDOT land use permitting for the installation and
maintenance of end user utility service connections can be obtained by contacting the central office permit

manager or at the following VDOT web site: http://www.virginiadot.org/business/bu-landUsePermits.asp

The applicant shall provide a notarized affidavit indicating compliance with the registration and notification
requirements outlined in § 2.2-1151.1 of the Code of Virginia.

In addition to an executed copy of this document, the following form is necessary to make application:

LUP-5B Permit Surety Bond

Governmental customers may use a Resolution in lieu of a Permit Surety Bond.

Contact Information

A list of counties with their corresponding VDOT district offices and contact information may be obtained at

http://www.virginiadot.org/about/districts.asp. Contact information for residency offices is available at
http://www.virginiadot.orgfabout_vdot/residencies.asp.

Permit Term and Fees

Countywide overhead fiber co-location permits are valid for a period of one (1) year. The 1-year fee for a
countywide overhead fiber co-location permit for the installation and maintenance of fiber optic lines on existing
poles is $200 per county.



Surety Requirement
A continuous surety in the amount of ten-thousand dollars {$10,000.00) per county is required to restore the right-

of-way in the event of damage or facility failure. The continuous surety may be in the form of cash, check or surety
bond.

Cash Surety Refund

If providing a cash surety, by signing this document, | hereby acknowledge the following:

1) Should | owe the internal Revenue Service or the Commonwealth of Virginia, | may not receive a refund of the
cash guarantee provided for the issuance of a VDOT land use permit unless the amount owed is less than the

amount of cash guarantee provided.

2} That failure to satisfactorily complete the work authorized under the auspices of a land use permit may also
result in the forfeiture of the cash guarantee provided.

3) That | must provide an executed copy of the Commonwealth of Virginia's Substitute Form W-9 to receive a
refund of the cash guarantee provided for the issuance of a VDOT land use permit.

Insurance Requirements

The permittee or their agent shall secure and maintain insurance to protect against liability for persenal injury and
property damage that may arise from the activities performed under the autharity of a land use permit and from
the operation of the permitted activity up to one million dollars {& 1,000,000) each occurrence to protect the
Board members and the Department's agents or employees; seventy-five thousand dollars ($75,000) each
occurrence to protect the Board, the Department, or the Commonwealth in event of suit. Insurance must be
obtained prior to start of the permitted work and shall remain valid through the permit completion date. VDOT
staff may require a valid certificate or letter of insurance from the issuing insurance agent or agency prior to
issuing the land use permit.

General Requirements

1) Permittee acceptance and use of a Virginia Department of Transportation {VDOT) land use permit is prima
facie evidence that the permittee has read and is fully cognizant of all required permit provisions, applicable
traffic control plans and associated construction standards to be employed. All applicants to whom permits
are issued shall at all times indemnify and save harmless the Commonwealth Transpartation Board, members
of the Board, the Commonwealith, and all Commonwealth employees, agents, and officers, from responsibility,
damage, or liability arising from the exercise of the privileges granted in such permit to the extent allowed by
law including any sums ordered to be paid or expended by VDOT by any governmental entity as a fine, penalty
or damages for any violation of any applicable environmental law, or to remediate any hazardous or other
material, including illicit discharge into VDOT maintained storm sewer systems.

2) The permittee or their agent shall adhere to the terms and conditions as stipulated in the permit assembly
without exception. Any deviation may result in the temporary revocation of the land use permit for a term
not less than 30 days.

3) Theissuance of a countywide permit is in no way to be inferred as a conveyance of any interest in real estate
property or facilities owned in whole or part by the Virginia Department of Transportation.

4) The countywide land use permit is not valid unless endorsed by the appropriate district administrator’s
designee. The permit is automatically cancelled if the authorized activities are not under the direct
supervision of the permittee or their agent named on the face of the permit.



5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

10)

11}

12)

The countywide land use permit authorizes the installation of fiber optic lines on existing or replacement poles
across or along a non-limited access primary or secondary highway, provided:

a. The installation can be made without impeding the normal flow of traffic for more than 15
minutes;

b. No ground disturbance activity is involved within highway right-of-way (note that installing
replacement poles generally involves ground disturbance};

¢. No vegetation cutting or pruning is involved within highway right-of-way; and

d. No work is performed on limited access right-of-way.

Photo duplication and distribution of a countywide land use permit, along with any/all special provisions is
authorized so that the permittee or their agent can provide their respective work crew(s) and other
employees with information necessary to perform the authorized activities in a safe and expedient manner.

A copy of the VDOT land use permit shall be maintained at the work site and made readily available for
inspection when requested by authorized VDOT personnel.

The permittee or their agent should immediately contact the nearest land use section of the local residency
office with any interpretive questions or if involved in an accident.

The permittee must provide notification to the district administrator’s designee of the location and specific
work to be accomplished under the auspices of the countywide overhead fiber co-location permit at least one
(1) week prior to the work. Notification may be via email or phone, as required by the district administrator’s
designee, and may be required to include a KMZ or similar file showing the locations of the work.

Within the limits of a VDOT construction project it is the responsibility of the permit applicant to obtain the
contractor's consent in writing prior to working within the limits of the project. Information regarding current
andfor planned VDOT construction and maintenance  activities can be obtained at:
http://www.virginiaroads.org/.

Any and all highway signs, right-of-way markers, etc., disturbed as a result of work performed under the
auspices of a land use permit shall be accurately reset by the permittee immediately following the work in the
vicinity of the disturbed facility. The services of a certified land surveyor with experience in route surveying
may be required.

A separate single use permit will be required when the following activities associated with the installation and
maintenance of end user utility service connections are proposed:

Cutting highway pavement or shoulders, or both;

Constructing a permanent entrance;

Conducting ground disturbance on the highway right-ocf-way;

Installing new pole, anchors, parallel lines, or casing pipe extensions to existing utilities where such
installation necessitates disturbance to the pavement, shoulder or ditch line, or;

e Stopping or impeding highway travel in excess of 15 minutes to pull or drop a line across a highway or
implementing traffic control that varies from the standard, or any combination of these, as outlined in the
Virginia Work Area Protection Manual.

Inspection of the Work

All activities authorized under the auspices of a countywide land use permit may be subject to inspection by
authorized VDOT personnel. When warranted, any/all costs associated with said inspections shall be borne by the
permittee.



Emergency Repair

1) In the event of an emergency situation that requires immediate action to protect persons or property, work
may proceed within the right-of-way without authorization from the district administrator's designee;
however, the utility owner must contact the VDOT Customer Service Center at 1-800-367-7623 as soon as
reasonably possible but no later than 48 hours after the end of the emergency situation.

2) The district administrator’s designee shall determine the applicable permit fee for emergency repair permits, if
a separate permit is required,

Authorized Hours and Days of Work

Normal hours for work under the authority of a land use permit are from 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Monday through
Friday for all highways classified as arterial or collector. All highways classified as local roads will have unrestricted
work hours and days.

The district administrator’'s designee may establish alternate time restrictions in normal working hours and days
for countywide permits.

The classifications for all state maintained highways can be found at the following link:
http://www.virginiadot.org/projects/fxn_class/maps.asp

Holiday Restrictions

Permitted non-emergency work will not be allowed on arterial and collector highway classifications from noon on
the preceding weekday through the following state observed holidays: New Year's Day, Memorial Day,
independence Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day, and Christmas Day. If the observed holiday falls on a Monday,
the permit will not be valid from noon on the preceding Friday through noon on Tuesday.

Traffic Control & Safety

Name of Permittee’s Traffic Control Plan (TCP) Lead:

TCP Lead’s Phone Number:

TCP Lead’s Email Address:

Does TCP Lead have: (1PE or [JAdvanced WZTC Accreditation? {Check appropriate box)

1) If the permittee’s lead for traffic control plan changes during the term of the permit, the permittee shall
provide the above infarmation for the new TCP lead to the land use office that issued the permit.

2] The Permittee shall at all time give strict attention to the safety and rights of the traveling public and all
other persons on the right-of-way. Any permit may be revoked or suspended when in the opinion of the
local residency permit office, the safety, use, or maintenance of the highway so requires.

3) In accordance with the Virginia Department of Transportation {vDOT) Road and Bridge Specifications,
Special Provision 105.14, all activities performed under the auspices of a VDOT Land Use Permit involving
the installation, maintenance and removal of work zone traffic control devices must have an individual on-
site who, at a minimum, is accredited by VDOT in Basic Work Zone Traffic Control. The accredited person
must have their VDOT Work Zone Traffic Control accreditation card in their possession while on-site.

4) The individual accredited in Basic Work Zone Traffic Control is responsible for the placement,
maintenance and removal of work zone traffic control devices within the project limits in compliance with



—

—

the permit requirements and conditions, the approved plans and specifications, the Virginia Work Area
Protection Manual, and the Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices.

A person accredited by VDOT in Intermediate Work Zone Traffic Control must be on-site to provide
supervision for adjustment to the approved layout or implementation of any standard Typical Traffic
Control {TTC) layouts outlined in the Virginia Work Area Protection Manual.

All traffic control plans shall be prepared by a person accredited by VDOT in Advanced Work Zone Traffic
Control.

Individuals responsible for implementation of work zone traffic control measures shall provide evidence
of their accreditation upon request from VDOT personnel.

The permittee shall be exempt from the requirements of Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT}
Road and Bridge Specifications, Special Provision 105.14 if the authorized activity does not involve the
installation, maintenance and removal of work zone traffic control devices and is not within the roadway
(as defined in 24VAC30-151) of a state maintained highway.

Non-compliance with the requirements outlined in VDOT Road and Bridge Specifications, Special Provision
105.14 may result in a stop work order and / or permit revocation.

All activities that require the disruption (stoppage) of traffic shall utilize VDOT certified flaggers or other
VDOT-approved traffic control. Flaggers shall be provided in sufficient number and locations as necessary
for control and protection of vehicular and pedestrian traffic in accordance with the Virginia Work Area
Protection Manual. All flaggers must have their certification card in their possession when performing
flagging operations within state maintained right-of-way. Any flaggers found not in possession of their
certification card shall be removed from the work site and the local residency permit office will suspend
all permitted activities.

Any VDOT certified flag person found to be performing their duties improperly shall have their
certification revoked.

The Permittee shall immediately correct any situation that may arise as a result of these activities that the
local residency permit office deems hazardous to the traveling public, including, but not limited to,
removing, relocating, or adjusting the power of permitted facilities if such facilities impact the operation
of government traffic equipment or systems,

During authorized activities, the permittee shall furnish all necessary signs, flag persons and other devices
to provide for the protection of traffic and workers in accordance with the Virginia Work Area Protection
Manual or as directed by the local residency permit office.

14} All signs shall be in accordance with the current edition of the Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices

{MUTCD) and the Virginia Supplement to the MUTCD.

15) Traffic shall not be blocked or detoured without permission, documented in writing or electronic

communication, being granted by the local residency permit office.

16) If directed by the district, requests for the implementation of temporary lane closures must be entered

into the VDOT Lane Closure Advisory Management System {LCAMS) and VaTraffic a minimum of one (1)
week prior to the planned execution of lane closure activities on state maintained highways. The
permittee or their contractor(s) may enter their requests directly or provide written requests to the VDOT
Regional Operations Center as follows:



Lane closure requests in all the counties listed below are within the Northern Region and shall be sent to:
nrolaneclosurereguests@vdot.virginia.gov

Counties: Arlington, Fairfax, Loudoun, Prince William, Spotsylvania, Stafford

Lane closure requests in all the counties listed below are within the Northwest Region and shall be sent
to: StauntonTrafficManagementCenter@vdot.virginia.gov

Counties: Albemarle, Alleghany, Augusta, Bath, Clarke, Culpeper, Fauquier, Fluvanna, Frederick, Greene,
Highland, Louisa, Madison, Orange Page, Rappahannock, Rockbridge, Rockingham, Shenandoah, Warren

Lane closure requests in all the counties listed below are within the Southwest Region and shall be sent
to: SalemSmartTrafficCenter@VDOT.Virginia.gov

Counties: Amherst, Appomattox, Bedford, Bland, Botetourt, Buchanan, Buckingham, Campbell, Carroll,
Charlotte, Craig, Cumberland, Dickenson, Floyd, Franklin, Giles, Grayson, Halifax, Henry, Lee,
Montgomery, Nelson, Patrick, Pittsylvania Prince Edward, Pulaski, Roanoke, Russell, Scott, Smyth,
Tazewell, Washington, Wise, Wythe

Lane closure requests in all the counties listed below are within the Eastern Region and shall be sent to:
HamptonRoadsTOCControliers@VDOT.Virginia.gov

Counties: Accomack, Greensville, Isle of Wight, James City, Northampton, Southampton, Surry, Sussex,
York

Lane closure requests in all the counties listed below are within the Central Region and shall be sent to:
RichmondDist.SmartTraffic@vdot.virginia.gov

Counties: Amelia, Brunswick, Caroline, Charles City, Chesterfield, Dinwiddie, Essex, Gloucester,
Goochland, Hanover, Henrico, King and Queen, King George, King William, Lancaster, Lunenburg,
Mathews, Mecklenburg, Middlesex, New Kent, Northumberland, Nottoway, Powhatan, Prince George,
Richmond, Westmoreland

Written requests for implementation of temporary lane closures must be submitted to the appropriate
VDOT Regional Operations Center by close of business on the preceding Wednesday for the upcoming
week’s planned lane closures. All requests being directly input into LCAMS and VaTraffic must be entered
no later than 2:00 pm on the preceding Thursday for the upcoming week’s lane closure activities. Any
conflicts with other roadway work must be resolved by close of business on Thursday the week priar to
the scheduied lane closure activities with documented resolution sent to the VDOT point of contact
provided by the regional traffic operation center LCAMS Administrator. Any requests received after these
time limitations will not be approved and the proposed work within VDOT right of way requiring lane
closures must be rescheduled.

Lane closure requestors wanting direct access to LCAMS and VaTraffic must complete ITD-35E & ITD-36E
forms and return to Ms. Carlene Mcwhirt at Carlene.McWhirt@VDOT.Virginia.gov. Online training is
available for LCAMS and VaTraffic and VDOT can accommodate any additional training needs. Please
contact Ms. McWhirt at (571) 350-2078 to schedule training.




Overhead Fiber Co-Location

1} Overhead fiber co-locations crossing existing or proposed non limited access primary and secondary highways
shall be located on a line that follows existing lines or cables on the poles, and should be perpendicular to the
highway alignment.

2} The installation of overhead fiber co-locations that cross existing or proposed non limited access primary or
secondary highways shall provide a minimum of 18 feet of vertical clearance or at a minimum height as
established by the National Electric Safety Code, whichever is greater.

3) Overhead installations shall not be installed in horizontal or vertical conflict, or both, with existing traffic
control devices or signage, or both and shall provide an unobstructed view for the traveling public.

4) Overhead installations shall provide the appropriate clearance from traffic control devices or signage.

Permit Revocation

A countywide permit authorizing the installation and maintenance of end user utility service connections may he
revoked for a minimum of 30 calendar days upon written finding that the permittee violated the terms of the
permit or any of the requirements of this chapter, including but not limited to any, all, or a combination of the
following:

¢ The permittee fails to implement all necessary traffic control in accordance with the Virginia Work Area
Protection Manual.
The permittee fails to utilize VDOT certified flag persons for traffic control.

s The permittee performs any activity under the jurisdiction of a countywide permit that requires the
issuance of a single use permit.

The permittee must obtain single-site single use permits from the local permit section where the activity is to occur
to continue the overhead co-location of fiber optic lines during this revocation period. In addition, if applicable,

VDOT may apply additional penaliies in accordance with §33.2-1221,

Permittee Notice

The preceding provisions are intentionally condensed in format and should not bhe loosely interpreted by the
permittee without consultation with the central office permit manager and affirmation from the Land Use Permit
Regulations.



